At the December 19, 2018 LCFM Committee meeting, several questions arose, including:

1. Does the County Board action not to approve Resolution 43-18 prohibit public use of
snowmobiles and operation of ATV/UTV’s by legally disabled persons on the Tealey Creek
Game Loop?

2. Was Land and Water Conservation Act (LAWCON) grant funding used to construct the
Tealey Creek Game Loop?

3. Did the Tealey Creek Game Loop preceded the Snowmobile Trail?

Answer to Question 1: No. County Board action not to approve Resolution 43-18 DOES NOT
directly prohibit public use of snowmobiles and operation of ATV/UTV’s by legally disabled
persons on the Tealey Creek Game Loop.

Approval of Resolution 43-18 would have amended the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land
Use Plan to allow for increased motorized access. As a result of the County Board action not to approve
Resolution 43-18, the regulations as established under Chapter 16 of the Chippewa County Code of
Ordinances and the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan remain in effect under
current terms.

Section 16-4(13) of the Chippewa County Code of Ordinances states:

“Unauthorized motor vehicles shall be prohibited from travel on roads or trails so gated except
for winter snowmobiling activities”.

Section 16-9(L) of the Chippewa County Code of Ordinances states:

The Director of the Department of Land Conservation and Forest Management, or his designee,
shall have the authority to issue special use permits for motor vehicles, motorcycles, and all-
terrain vehicles on county lands. Such permits may be issued in the following instances:

a) To physically disabled persons, as defined in the Wisconsin Statutes and Wisconsin
Administrative Code; and

b) For activities beneficial to the county department of land conservation and forest
management, including by not limited to, trapping of nuisance animals, cleanup activities
including firewood gathering by permit, trail maintenance activities, logging activities
authorized under timber sales contracts with the county and investigating established
timber sales for timber procurement. Issuance of such special use permits shall be
subject to the review of the county land, forest and parks committee.

The 2006-2020 Chippewa County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan establishes
snowmobiling as an authorized use when the ground is snow-covered on all primary, secondary,
and temporary roads, except where posted as closed (Section 730.1)

Answer to Question 2: No. Land and Water Conservation Act (LAWCON) grant funding DOES
NOT appear to have been used to construct the Tealey Creek Game Loop.




Wisconsin DNR Natural Resource Financial Assistance Specialist Elizabeth Norquist has provided
LCFM with a record of grants (on file) issued to Chippewa County since 1968. The list includes five (5)
LAWCON grants, none of which apply to the Tealey Creek Game Loop.

According to Ms. Norquist, the DNR issued County Conservation Aids grant, #1873 to develop the
Tealey Creek Game Trail in Chippewa County in T32N R8W, Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 9. DNR records do
not include a paper file because the 20 year life of the project is gone. County Conservation Aid Grant,
#1873 would not, by nature, prohibit motorized vehicles use as a grant program, however, Chippewa
County could have stated that this trail will be for walk-ins only. Ms. Norquist further advised that no
sponsor of a state or federal grant can prohibit the use of the trail by disabled persons.

In addition to DNR records, the 1975 Annual Report of the County Forest & Parks Department states that
the entire cost of the Tealey Creek Game Trail was planned to be paid for from State ORAP habitat funds.

r-

/

GAME HABITAT DEVELOPMENT

Two hundred thirty-eight acres of post aspen sale shearing for
deer and ruffed grouse habitat were done throughout 1975. This
acreage was hand cut with a chainsaw to maintain aspen as a timber
type. This work is paid for 100 percent by federal funds under the
Pittman-Robertson program. The funding source of this program is a
federal excise tax on arms and ammunition.

Shearing is done only in areas of timber where aspen is the
predominant species. The shearing generally is undertaken in areas
recently logged in which some residual timber of low quality and very
little value remains. These remaining trees are cut down or knocked
over allowing full sunlight to penetrate to the forest floor. This
allows sunlight to reach young aspen suckers and encourages their
regeneration. If the aspen suckers are not allowed to receive sufficient
light, they would die since they cannot stand much shading. This is

a major reason for shearing.

During the year, plans were made and approved for developing a
combination game opening and hunter walking trail in the town of
Birch Creek near the northern end of the forest. This project would
be 3.4 miles long and would be used for game habitat for deer and
grouse. It would also provide a badly needed access into 960 acres of
land for timber harvesting. This trail may possibly be used for
cross country skiing during the winter, if other recreational vehicles
can be kept off from the trail. Construction was to have begun last
fall,but due to wet weather was not completed. The project will
be completed this summer. The entire cost of the project will be paid
from state ORAP game habitat funds.
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Answer to Question 3: No. The Wissota-Rusk snowmobile trail was completed in 1974 and work on
the Tealey Creek Game Trail commenced no earlier than 1975 and was completed in 1982.

According to the 1974 Annual Reports of the Forest & Parks Department and records relating to
Snowmobile Trail Development, a trail named the Wissota-Rusk Snowmobile Trail was completed. The
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trail connects Lake Wissota State Park with Rusk County via Jim Falls and the County Forest. The map
attached to a bid solicitation dated October 9, 1974 shows the Proposed Wissota-Rusk Trail traversing the
area in question.
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CHIPPEWA COUNTY

Land, Foredt, and Parks (Committee

COURT HOUSE - - CHIPPEWA FALLS, WISCONSIN 54729

Timben :/l/(anagzment - 4’?uuah’on - Soil and Water Consernvation
October 9, 1974

Dear Contractor:

Sealed bid proposals will be received at the cffice of Doyle L.
Richards, County Forest and Parks Administratcr, in the Chippewa
County Court House, P.O. Box 550, Chippewa Falls, Wiscomsin 54729
until 2:00 p.m. October 18, 1974 for the Wissota-Rusk Snowmobile
Trail.

Bids will be accompanied by a bid bond, payable to the Chippewa County
Treasurer, in an amount of 10% of the bid.

Chippewa County reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to
waive any informalities in bidding.

A project description and map are enclosed to help you locate the
project area. If you have any questions regarding the project, be
sure to contact Brian F. Marinello, DNR Forester or myself at the
Court House in Chippewa Falls.

Sincerely yours,

! g )?;& K Tkl pneln
Doyle[L° Richards

Forest & Parks Administrator

DLR/vw

Enclosures



WISSOTA-RUSK SNOWMCBILE TRATL

Congtruction Specificatione

1. Build approximately 29 miles of snowmobile Etrail located in the
towns of Anson, Arthur, Cleveland and Birch C:-eek. Trail starts
at Wissota State Park and goes to County Forezt trail. BGecond
second goes from County Forest trail to Rusk County Line.

2. Construction work will consist of:

Heavy Bulldozing - approximately 4 milss
Tavolves removal of trees, stumps, rocks; 12 foo%t wide trail

Medium Bulidozing - approximately l¥ miles
Involves removing scattered trees, brush, rocks; 12 foot wide trail
Light Bulldozing - approximately 10k miles

Involves removal of light brush, rocks and general leveling;
12 foot wide trail

]

-SEE_ENCLOSED_MAP-

PROPOSAL

The undersigned contractor proposes to construct approximately
29 miles of the Wissota-Rusk Snowmcbile Trail located in the towns
of Anson, Arthur, Cleveland and Birch Creek to a total width of 12 feet
as listed in the project description ms per specifications, for the sum of:

Dollars &

Fnclosed is a bid bond for 10% of the above bid #
If awarded the céntract‘ we will commence work within days
and will complete the work within days.

Dated ihis day of , 1974,

Conmpany

Person Bidding

Address of Company
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The Forest and Parks Department Annual Report for 1982 indicates that construction of the
Tealey Creek Game Trail occurred between approximately 1978 and 1982.

can realistically be maintained without DNR assistance. Game habitat development
funds from the state have been used to cover expense of mowing these trails.

Development proceeded on three hunter walking trails this past summer. ALl
three trails are being developed as multiple use trails. The trails will provide
valuable habitat for wildlife thru the associated vegetation that will grow on
these open trails. In addition, they will provide access for hunters as walking
trails and as access roads for logging. All three trails are or ordinarily will
be blocked off to prevent vehicle traffic except during logging operations.

The Christmas Creek trail in the Town of Ruby was bulldozed thru to its
planned end. Wet weather prevented final completion of this 1.5 mile trail but
it should be completed and seeded down in 1983. The 3.4 mile Tealey Creek Trail
in the north end of Birch Creek township was crowned this past summer and culverts
were placed where needed. This trail will be graded and seeded to clover this
coming summer. This trail was initially built about 4 years ago. A new trail
just west of the Deer Fly Trail was constructed last fall. The trail was 1.5
miles long and will be seeded to clover this next year. All three trails in
addition to game benefits will provide some valuable access for logging mature

aspen.

FOREST ROADS AND TRAILS

County forest roads were routinely maintained by grading and roadside
mowing. Efforts were made to upgrade the 0'Neil trail forest road to improve
its useability as a forest haul road for timber operations. About a mile of the
0'Neil was widened, hills were cut down and crowned and graveled. Additional areas

were also graveled.
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The Request for Bids for construction of the Tealey Creek Game Loop was rel_egsed after the
Wissota-Rusk Snowmobile Trail was completed and includes a map that identifies what was
considered to be the Tealey Creek Game Loop.

. CHIPPEWA COUNTY
wab @iy, Forest, and Pankes Commitlee
B COURT HOUSE - CHIPPEWA FALLS, WISCONSIN 54729
Timber Management - Reareation - Soil and Water Consevvation
Dear Contractor:

Sealed bid proposals will be received at the office of Doyle L. Richards,
County Forest and Parks Administrator in the Chippewa County Court House,
Room 10, Chippewa Falls until 5:00 P.M. August 27, 1975 for the Tealey
Creek Came Trail project located in the Town of Birch Creek, Sections 4,
5 and 6, T32N-R7W on the Chippewa County Forest.

Construction specifications include the following:

l. Trail construction: Construction will consist of dozing stumps,
rocks, and trees from approximately 3.4 miles of access trail.
The trail will be 16 feet wide and will follow the course marked.
On side hills, cuts will be reguired to maintain a level trail
with grades suitable for hauling forest products by truck.

2. Culverts: Culverts will be purchased by the county and will include
.the following:

Number Dimensions

¢ 4 18'x12"

1 16tLan

2 22t x2k

1 20'x18"

1 22'x24" oval

2 2 %36" oval

J 22'x30" oval

1, 25 xh2" oval

The above listed culverts will be piaced and adequately covered by
the contractor.

3. Cordurcy: Material for corduroy will be cut by coznty crews who
will assist the contractor with placement of thic wmaterial.
Corduv:oy placemen®t will ineure a stable roadbed.

All bids st We accompanied by a bid bond payable ic the Chippewa County
Treasurer in the amouvni of 10 percent of the bid. Chnippewa County reserves
the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any Inrormalities in bidding.

Project descriptions and a mep are enclosed to help vou locate the project area.
It is advised you check the project area prior to submitting bids. If you
have any gquestions regarding this project, be sure to call on me at the Court
House in Chippewa Falls.

Sincerely yours,



PROPOSAL

The undersigned contractor proposes to construct approximately 3.4 miles

of access trail in the town of Birch Creek located within the Chippewa County

Forest in Sections 4, 5 and 6, T32N-R7W, The width of the trail will be 16 feet

and all rocks, trees and stumps will be removed along the trail route. The

completed trail must be suitable for the transport of forest products by truck.
The undersigned contractor will also install corduroy where needed and

the following culverts:

Quantity Culvert Size Stream Iype
I 185121 None
i 16'x12" None
1 221 x24" None
1 20'x18" None
1 20'x24" oval Intermittent
2 241 %36 oval 41t08" deep; 30" to 48" wide
iL 22'x%0" oval 30" wide; 5' deep
1 261 x42" oval Swamp hole, no stream

The county will supply the above mentinned culverts and will cut the corduroy
material for the contractor. The contractor will place corduroy where needed to
insure a stable roadbed.

Construction will be done as per specifications for the sum of:

dollevs i

Enclosed is a bid bond in the amount of 10 percent of the above bid §
If awarded the contract, we will commence work within _.days and will
complete the work within___ days.

Dated this day of » 1975.

Coipary
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