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At the December 19, 2018 LCFM Committee meeting, several questions arose, including: 

 

1. Does the County Board action not to approve Resolution 43-18 prohibit public use of 

snowmobiles and operation of ATV/UTV’s by legally disabled persons on the Tealey Creek 

Game Loop?   

2. Was Land and Water Conservation Act (LAWCON) grant funding used to construct the 

Tealey Creek Game Loop? 

3. Did the Tealey Creek Game Loop preceded the Snowmobile Trail? 

  

 

Answer to Question 1: No. County Board action not to approve Resolution 43-18 DOES NOT 

directly prohibit public use of snowmobiles and operation of ATV/UTV’s by legally disabled 

persons on the Tealey Creek Game Loop.   
 

Approval of Resolution 43-18 would have amended the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan to allow for increased motorized access.  As a result of the County Board action not to approve 

Resolution 43-18, the regulations as established under Chapter 16 of the Chippewa County Code of 

Ordinances and the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan remain in effect under 

current terms. 

 

Section 16-4(13) of the Chippewa County Code of Ordinances states: 

 

“Unauthorized motor vehicles shall be prohibited from travel on roads or trails so gated except 

for winter snowmobiling activities”. 

 

 

Section 16-9(L) of the Chippewa County Code of Ordinances states: 

 

The Director of the Department of Land Conservation and Forest Management, or his designee, 

shall have the authority to issue special use permits for motor vehicles, motorcycles, and all-

terrain vehicles on county lands.  Such permits may be issued in the following instances: 

 

a) To physically disabled persons, as defined in the Wisconsin Statutes and Wisconsin 

Administrative Code; and 

 

b) For activities beneficial to the county department of land conservation and forest 

management, including by not limited to, trapping of nuisance animals, cleanup activities 

including firewood gathering by permit, trail maintenance activities, logging activities 

authorized under timber sales contracts with the county and investigating established 

timber sales for timber procurement.  Issuance of such special use permits shall be 

subject to the review of the county land, forest and parks committee. 

 

The 2006-2020 Chippewa County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan establishes 

snowmobiling as an authorized use when the ground is snow-covered on all primary, secondary, 

and temporary roads, except where posted as closed (Section 730.1) 

 

 

Answer to Question 2: No. Land and Water Conservation Act (LAWCON) grant funding DOES 

NOT appear to have been used to construct the Tealey Creek Game Loop.   
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Wisconsin DNR Natural Resource Financial Assistance Specialist Elizabeth Norquist has provided 

LCFM with a record of grants (on file) issued to Chippewa County since 1968.  The list includes five (5) 

LAWCON grants, none of which apply to the Tealey Creek Game Loop. 

 

According to Ms. Norquist, the DNR issued County Conservation Aids grant, #1873 to develop the 

Tealey Creek Game Trail in Chippewa County in T32N R8W, Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 9. DNR records do 

not include a paper file because the 20 year life of the project is gone.   County Conservation Aid Grant, 

#1873 would not, by nature, prohibit motorized vehicles use as a grant program, however, Chippewa 

County could have stated that this trail will be for walk-ins only.  Ms. Norquist further advised that no 

sponsor of a state or federal grant can prohibit the use of the trail by disabled persons.  

 

In addition to DNR records, the 1975 Annual Report of the County Forest & Parks Department states that 

the entire cost of the Tealey Creek Game Trail was planned to be paid for from State ORAP habitat funds. 

 

 
 
Answer to Question 3: No.  The Wissota-Rusk snowmobile trail was completed in 1974 and work on 

the Tealey Creek Game Trail commenced no earlier than 1975 and was completed in 1982. 

 

According to the 1974 Annual Reports of the Forest & Parks Department and records relating to 

Snowmobile Trail Development, a trail named the Wissota-Rusk Snowmobile Trail was completed.  The 
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trail connects Lake Wissota State Park with Rusk County via Jim Falls and the County Forest.  The map 

attached to a bid solicitation dated October 9, 1974 shows the Proposed Wissota-Rusk Trail traversing the 

area in question. 
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The Forest and Parks Department Annual Report for 1982 indicates that construction of the 

Tealey Creek Game Trail occurred between approximately 1978 and 1982. 
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The Request for Bids for construction of the Tealey Creek Game Loop was released after the 

Wissota-Rusk Snowmobile Trail was completed and includes a map that identifies what was 

considered to be the Tealey Creek Game Loop. 
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