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Chippewa County Department of Public Health Issues New Gathering Guidance

Chippewa Falls, WI—June 12, 2020 1:41 PM— Chippewa County Department of Public Health (CCDPH) is
recommending new guidance for individuals wanting to host gatherings. CCDPH is now recommending
indoor gatherings of 15 people or less and outdoor gatherings of 50 people or less.

These updated recommendations, after previously being set at 10 people or less, are effective immediately
and come after reviewing local data. Data reviewed includes positivity rate, active cases, change in average
positive cases over a four week period, and capacity of public health to follow up with positive cases and
close contacts of positive cases in a timely manner.

“While we increased our gathering recommendations, the virus is still present in our community.
Community members need to continue to follow physical distancing guidelines and wear masks when out
in public,” said Angela Weideman, Chippewa County Health Officer/Director. “It’s important to remember
that any gathering of any size comes with a risk.”

People who are vulnerable and at higher risk of severe complications of COVID-19 should continue to
stay home whenever possible. This includes, but is not limited to, people over the age of 65, people who
live in nursing homes or long-term care facilities and individuals with underlying health conditions or have
compromised immune systems.

If you would like to host a gathering, please consider the following recommendations:

o Keep 6 feet between anyone on the premises that does not live in the same household unit. If your
space cannot fit 15 or 50 people (indoors and outdoors, respectively) safely, reduce the number of
people gathering.

e Actively screen visitors, and prevent those with COVID-19 symptoms from attending.

e Askindividuals to bring their own food, beverages, and utensils. Sharing of these items can promote
the spread of COVID-19.

e Frequently clean high-touch areas, such as door knobs and counter tops.

“The Healthiest County to Live, Learn, Work, and Play”


mailto:aweideman@co.chippewa.wi.us

CRIRTERA Chippewa County Department of Public Health

711 N Bridge Street, Room 121, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 CHIPPEWA COUNTY
P: 715.726.7900 / 1.800.400.3678 / F: 715.726.7910 Public Health

www.co.chippewa.wi.us/ccdph

Businesses should at minimum follow the reopening guidance put forward by the Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation, available here: https://wedc.org/reopen-guidelines/

e Tothe extent feasible, continue to use technology to avoid meeting in person, including virtual
meetings, teleconference, and remote work.

e Adopt policies to actively screen and prevent workers and patrons from entering the premises if

they display COVID-19-like symptoms or have had contact with a person with a confirmed diagnosis
of COVID-19.

All residents are strongly encouraged to follow these disease prevention guidelines, including:

e Maintaining distancing of six (6) feet between people;

e Washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds as frequently as possible or using hand
sanitizer;

e Wearing a cloth face covering in public and at places where physical distancing is difficult;

e Covering coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not hands);

e Regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces;

e Not shaking hands; and

e Following all other public health recommendations issued by WI Department of Health Services
(DHS) and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

Chippewa County Department of Public Health will continue to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic and has an
obligation to address any outbreak or spikes in cases that may occur. If there is a spike in cases, the health
department may recommend reducing the number of people gathering.

For the most up-to-date information regarding COVID-19, please visit
co.chippewa.wi.us/government/covid-19-coronavirus-disease-2019. If you have any questions, contact the
health department at covid@co.chippewa.wi.us or 715-726-7900.
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