Questionnaire For 2021-2035 Chippewa County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan
Stakeholder Advisory Group Meeting #2 of 3: Focus on Soil, Water, Fish and Wildlife

Instructions:

The following questions are intended to gather written feedback from members of the Stakeholder
Advisory Group. Group members are encouraged to contact Matt Hansen, County Forest Administrator,
at (715) 738-2599 or mhansen@co.chippewa.wi.us for clarification of the questions.

Group Members are encouraged to review all materials and questions prior to developing final answers.

Written answers to the questions provided below can be provided to the County Forest Administrator
through May 14, 2020. We hope this allows enough time for stakeholders and other members of the
groups they represent to consider this round of questions as well as those from other meetings.

A fillable PDF copy of this questionnaire is available by clicking on this link: “County Forest Plan Update”.
Completed forms can be submitted to the County in hard copy or electronically.

Please feel free to attach additional pages as necessary.

Introduction / Background:

The Chippewa County Forest is comprised of approximately 34,654 acres. The majority of this acreage is
located in the Towns of Sampson (16 %), Cleveland (22 %), Ruby (23 %), and Birch Creek (34 %). This
acreage includes seven (7) “County Forest Special Units” dispersed throughout the County.

The Chippewa County is located in an ecological transition area, defined as the “Wisconsin tension
zone”, where the native plant communities common to southern Wisconsin (Grassland Prairie and Oak
Savanna) transition to native plant communities common to northern Wisconsin (Pine, Spruce and
Hemlock).

The Chippewa County Forest is located on and adjacent the Chippewa end moraine which marks the
furthest extent of the most recent glacial advances. As a result of these advances, the geology and
topography of the County forest is complex, characterized by glacial deposits and associated landforms
mapped as end moraine, ground moraine, pitted outwash and associated melt water features. As a
result of its location and physical setting, the environment and ecology of the Chippewa County Forest is
inherently diverse.

The Chippewa Forest has been highly managed by the County and DNR for over 70 years using principals
forest, wildlife and environmental management. As a result of these factors the Chippewa County Forest
now offers a very high quality environment and diverse ecological system that supports a wide range of
habitat for both game and nongame species.

A flowage is a man-made lake created by and impoundment/dam which restricts the flow of a river or
stream with a water control structure. Water control structures allow managers to raise and lower the
level of the lake by increasing or restricting the flow through the structure. There are 18 flowages across
the County Forest which have a combined surface area of approximately 400 acres and collectively drain
11,300 acres. Funding secured by local hunting organizations facilitated construction between 1960 and
1970 as part of a game management waterfowl project. A habitat management plan completed in 2015


mailto:mhansen@co.chippewa.wi.us
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan

assessed the individual characteristics of each flowage for habitat potential. The results were used to
create an individual management plan for each flowage that would maximize wildlife potential based on
their unique characteristics.

Three flowage management objectives were considered: 1) manage for moist soil, 2) manage for fishery
or 3) manage for wild rice. 13 flowages, including 4 with no control structures, were identified as best
suited for moist soil management to produce mud flats used by shorebirds, waterfowl and forage or
breeding habitat for other wildlife. 4 flowages were identified as best suited for fisheries. 1 flowage was
identified as best suited for wild rice.

1. Rotational management for flowages, with control structures and moist soil management as the
objective, have gone through one cycle of the 5 year planning period. The schedule synchronized
drawdowns to create a shifting moist soil mosaic, which maximizes habitat across the County Forest.
Are there any modifications that could be made to the schedule of drawdowns to improve habitat
management? Please explain how your suggestions would improve flowage habitat potential.




2. Hay Meadow #1 & #4, Vista and Willow Creek #1 are managed as fisheries. The goal of flowage
management for fisheries is to maintain maximum pool elevation while mitigating flooding risks. Willow
Creek #2 & #3 were identified as possible fisheries, though their bathymetry, or depth of the lake, is
better suited to provide moist soil management. Is there interest in changing the objective to fisheries
and or furbearers for either/both Willow Creek #2 & #3? Please explain why the management objective
should be changed.




3. The management objective of O’Neil Creek #2 is maintaining the established wild rice population.
The current objective of Hay Meadow #2 is moist soil management, although it has bathymetry,
substrate, and hydrologic conditions similar to O’Neil Creek #2, which indicates it may also be suitable
for wild rice production. Should efforts be made to establish a wild rice population on Hay Meadow #2
and shift the management objective to wild rice if efforts are successful? Please explain why changing
the management objective provides the highest habitat potential.




4. Birch Creek #2 has been approved for a grant allowing the perched culvert to be replaced with a
control structure. Reconstructing the impoundment will improve access for log trucks hauling forest
products and increase wildlife habitat through increased moist soil management. Are there other
flowages which should be redesigned or improved? Please explain why current structure(s) are
inadequate and how small design changes or entire rebuilds would maximize habitat potential.




5. Are there any other issues which should be taken into account as the County considers the
management of these impoundments/flowages?




6. Beaver populations pose perennial challenges to maintaining infrastructure in the County Forest.
Staff and volunteer time is regularly spent cleaning out plugged drainage structures and installing beaver
mitigation devices. Are there other ways to encourage trapping by the general public or reduce the cost
of contracting control efforts? LCFM is currently working with a private contractor to reduce
populations where repeated damage to infrastructure is occurring. It has been suggested that LCFM
create a permit system to allow trappers increased access to problem areas. How should that program
be structured and what limits should there be for an approved trapper?




7. The Forest Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program under State Statute 23.09(17M) authorizes County
Forests to receive 5 cents/acre annually to manage and improve wildlife habitat. In the past, these
funds were used to improve habitat through: 1) tree drops, fish cribs and stocking of fisheries 2) cattail
management to improve waterfowl habitat and 3) site preparation/scarification to improve oak
regeneration. Within the guidelines governing these funds outlined in the above referenced statute,
how should the funds be applied in the future? Please explain how expenditures would maximize
habitat potential.
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8. The lakes and flowages in the County Forest have various potentials to improve the fisheries by
reducing winter kill. Aeration has been shown to be an effective method for reducing winter fish kill.
Otter Lake, which is managed by the County Parks staff has a substantial investment, in infrastructure
and staff time, maintaining an aeration system to improve fish survival over the winter. Aeration
systems based on less intensive infrastructure are available. Are there lakes or flowages in the County
Forest which could generate a fishery improvement substantial enough to justify the investment?

Which system is preferred, what are the best attributes and drawbacks of the suggested system? Please
explain how funding would be secured to install and maintain the system.




9. The 2005 Biotic Inventory of Native Plant Communities and Threatened/Endangered Resources (link
on webpage) identified 14 High Conservation Value Forests (HCVFs) within and surrounding the County
Forest. Of those 14 HCVFs identified within the County Forest, 5 have become State Natural Areas
(SNAs): Chippewa Moraine Lakes, Deer Fly Swamp, Dorothy Lakes, Tealey Creek Cedars, and Townline
Lake and Woods. Additionally, there are two SNAs located adjacent to County Forest Special
Management Units: Harold Walters/Jean Brunet Woods and Round Lake/Ohmart Wetlands. Are there
areas that have not been considered that should be prioritized for SNA status? Should there be any
additional management considerations for HCVFs that have not made into SNAs? Please explain how
the proposed alteration of status would benefit resource management.
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10. Chippewa County recently acquired an 80 acre parcel adjacent to Tealey Creek SNA. The County
intends to enroll the 80 acres in the County Forest Program. A few acres of the County parcel adjacent
to Tealey Creek SNA has Cedar timber type, which is the feature that justifies Tealey Creek being an SNA.
Should the County request that the State alter the boundary of Tealey Creek to include this Cedar
acreage? Are there other SNAs which should have their boundaries reviewed? How would the
suggested boundary changes affect management and/or create the greatest conservation potential?
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11. The legal authority for management of wildlife populations lies with the State, but providing the
habitat that supports populations is the responsibility of each individual landowner, including the
County. LCFM has had the Forest administrator and County Conservationist representing forestry and
agriculture interests on the Chippewa County Deer Advisory Council (CDAC) since it was formed.
Outside of CDAC and the Forest Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program, what actions should be taken to
maximize wildlife habitat across the County Forest? Please explain how the suggested action maximizes
habitat and potential funding sources for those actions.
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12. The County Forest provides habitat for non-game species as well as promoting habitat for game
species. LCFM worked with the State and UW-Stout faculty to provide initial monitoring of a threatened
bird species found in the County Forest. Long-term funding could not be secured and the habitat
research was abandoned. Are there management actions or research that the County should take to
create or improve habitat for any current or potential species or communities? Please explain how the
species or community would benefit from the proposed action and how management should be funded.
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13. Chippewa County has secured grants and used general revenue to fund Aspen Harvest Schedule
(2017), Habitat Management of Wildlife Flowages (2015), Biotic Inventory of 5 Wildlife Flowages (2015),
Terrestrial Invasive Plants (2014) and Biotic Inventory and Analysis of the Chippewa County Forest
(2005). Are there areas of research that the County should contract outside agencies or contractors to
conduct in the County Forest? Please explain how the research would benefit management of the
County Forest and where funding should come from.
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14. The incidents of invasive species has been limited mostly to Garlic Mustard along recreational trails
and some Buckthorn along the Chippewa River. User groups have a high potential to be sources for the
introduction and spread of invasives across the County Forest. It is the County’s intent to work with
user groups and Lower Chippewa Invasives Partnership, Inc. to build awareness and capacity to identify
invasives. Control of know populations has been done by LCFM staff and private consultants. How
should the county work with user groups and the general public to identify, monitor and control
invasives? How should the County fund control efforts?
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15. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has stated that in the past century most of the state has
warmed two degrees Fahrenheit. More frequent and intense rainstorms, more extremely hot days with
less ice and snow cover are likely in the future. These changes can affect the health of animal and plant
populations as well as overwhelm or degrade infrastructure designed for less intense weather events.
How should the County plan for and adapt management actions to limit the negative effects of a
changing environment?
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16. Are there any other specific issues, areas of concern or points of consideration that the County
should take into account as the County considers policy and management issues relating to ecologically
significant areas, soil, water, fish and wildlife management?
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