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Questionnaire For 2021-2035 Chippewa County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
Stakeholder Advisory Group Meeting #1 of 4: Focus on Access and Recreation 

(revised 10/8/20219) 

Instructions: 
The following questions are intended to gather written feedback from members of the Stakeholder 
Advisory Group.  Group members are encouraged to contact Mike Dahlby, County Forest Administrator, 
at (715) 726-7921 or mdahlby@co.chippewa.wi.us  for further clarification of the questions. 

Group Members are encouraged to read all of the questions, and understand the subject matter prior to 
developing final answers.   

Written answers to the questions provided below can be provided to the County Forest Administrator at 
any time, however, completed questionnaires will be accepted through December 20, 2019 to allow 
group members to consider the questions listed below concurrently with questions provided at later 
meetings  and with other members of the groups they represent. 

A fillable .pdf copy of this questionnaire is available at:  http:www.co.chippewa.wi.us/lcfm.  Completed 
forms can be submitted to the County in hard copy or electronically. 

Please feel free to attach additional pages as necessary.   You can save your document to your 
computer at any time by selecting  Save here or at the bottom on the last page.

Introduction / Background: 
The Chippewa County Forest is comprised of approximately 34,654 acres.  The majority of this acreage is 
located in the Towns of Sampson (16 %), Cleveland (22 %), Ruby (23 %), and Birch Creek (34 %).  This 
acreage includes seven (7) “County Forest Special Units” dispersed throughout the County.  The County 
Forest Special Unit designation results primarily from distribution away from the majority of the acreage 
and management of these units is substantially similar to the rest of the County Forest.  

The County Forest road system consists of three types of roads that are accessible to the public: 
permanent primary roads, secondary roads, and temporary roads.  

Permanent primary roads provide primary access to the County Forest and are designed and 
constructed for public use by all licensed vehicles.  These roads meet Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation County Forest road standards and receive annual aid payments.  There are 
approximately 18.3 miles of permanent primary roads.  The Deer Fly and O’Neil Creek Trails are 
examples of permanent primary roads.  (Permanent primary road map available on Webpage) 

Secondary roads are intended to be permanent.  They are often narrower than permanent primary 
roads and are built and maintained to lower standards.  Most secondary roads are located in areas 
where motor vehicle use is limited or restricted by gates due to concerns about wet soils, user conflicts, 
resource protection, and potential for erosion, maintenance expense, illegal dumping, and human 
safety.  There are approximately 114 miles of permanent secondary roads.  Many secondary road 
segments have been incorporated into the developed recreational trail system.  The Hickory Ridge Ski 
Trails are examples of secondary roads that are used as recreational trails.   (Secondary road map 
available on Webpage) 

http://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/lcfm
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
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Temporary roads are designed and constructed for short-term use for a specific project (typically timber 
harvest operations).  Motorized public use of temporary roads is prohibited.  Most of these roads are 
accessed via secondary roads and are used for a short duration to facilitate single projects.  These roads 
are revegetated (naturally or artificially) upon project completion and are often blocked by berms 
constructed from earthen materials.  Skid routes are examples of temporary roads. 

The Chippewa County Forest contains recreational trail systems that are open to the public which have 
been developed and are maintained by organized user groups with cooperation, oversight, and support 
from the County.  These trail systems include:  Snowmobile Trail (~20 miles), ATV/UTV Trail (~ 31 miles), 
Hickory Ridge Ski Trail (~17 miles), Ice Age National Scenic Trail (~ 22 miles), Hickory Ridge Mountain 
Bike & Snowshoe Trail (~15 miles), and the Hay Meadow Horse Trail (~24 miles).  Each trail group has a 
defined objective(s) for the trails they manage.  Several trail systems may require expansion beyond the 
current extent to achieve objectives.  

A. Broad questions relating to recreational opportunities in the County Forest.

1. The current spatial extent of the County Forest limits, and in some cases prevents, opportunities for
public recreation, natural resource conservation and access for certain forest management activities.
Furthermore, dense recreational trail development limits the opportunity for primitive “back country”
experiences and remote areas that certain wildlife need.  What specific issues or concerns should be
taken into account relative to the County or private non-profit organizations purchasing lands that are
voluntarily offered for sale by private landowners, for the purpose of expanding the County Forest?
Please explain. (County Forest Blocking Boundary Maps available on Webpage)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25642
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2. Given the high-quality environment, proximity to population centers, and desire for active lifestyles,
the County Forest has experienced intensive recreational development and sustained demand for more
developed recreational opportunities.  Citizens have expressed concerns about the intensity of
recreational trail development and have expressed a desire to establish a “trail-free” zone or zones
within the County Forest to provide balance.  “Trail-free” zones would remain open for public walk-in
access, however, construction and maintenance of recreational trails (non-motorized and motorized)
would be prohibited in these zones.  What specific issues or concerns should be taken into account
relative to establishment of a “trail-free” zone or zones?  Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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B. Questions relating to the spatial extent of non-motorized recreational trails.

1. Approximately 22 miles of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail (IANST), one of the eleven National Scenic
Trails in the United States, cross the County Forest connecting the City of Cornell with the Chippewa
Moraine State Recreation Area.  There are approximately 9 miles of the single track trail built to National
Park Service standards by the Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA).  Approximately 13 miles of trail are on
permanent secondary access roads, town roads, and private land.  A primary goal for the IANST is to
systematically locate the entire trail on single track trail that is dedicated for foot traffic only and is
permanent.  Efforts will be made to relocate current trail segments that are on infrastructure used for
timber harvest operations or in forest stands planned for even-aged management (i.e. clear cut).  What
specific issues or concerns should be taken into account relative to increasing the extent of the IANST as
required to achieve the objectives described above?  Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. At this time, the Friends of Hickory Ridge Trail (FOHRT) have not expressed desire to increase the
total length of the ski trail.  The majority of the ski trail is also used as part of the Hay Meadow Horse
Trail.  A primary goal for the ski trail is to designate approximately 8 KM consisting of the Dog-Island
Loop, Highland-Lowland Lakes Loop, and the connecting segments as dedicated use to develop and
maintain a trail surface that can be skied under low snow conditions (~3”).  The desired “dedicated” 8km
is currently not used as part of the Hay Meadow Horse Trail.  This 8km is currently open for non-
motorized hiking, hunting, trapping, etc. and would remain open if “dedicated” for low-snow ski trail.
What specific issues or concerns should be taken into account relative to maintaining the current extent
of the Hickory Ridge Ski Trail and designating approximately 8 Km (~5 miles) as ski trail only to protect
the trail surface?  Please explain. (Hickory Ridge Trail System Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25640


6 

3. In recent years, the Hickory Ridge Mountain Bike and Snowshoe Trail has experienced a significant
increase in year-round use.  The Friends of the Hickory Ridge Trail desire to expand the amount of trail
mileage to approximately 30 miles to connect the South Trailhead to the Marten’s Warming House at
the Dog-Island Lake Trailhead and become a premier mountain biking destination in the Upper Midwest.
What specific issues or concerns should be taken into account relative to the expansion explained
above?  Please explain. (Hickory Ridge Trail System Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25638
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4. The increase in the use of the Hickory Ridge Trail System has necessitated a larger fleet of
maintenance equipment and more space for storage and user accommodations.  The Friends of the
Hickory Ridge Trail desires to make structural improvements at or near the South Trailhead, including:
expansion or replacement of the existing maintenance shed, increased parking capacity, indoor
changing/warming/rest area, and water.  What specific issues or concerns should be taken into account
relative to the improvements described above?  Please explain.  (Hickory Ridge Trail System Map
available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25640
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25640
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5. The Hay Meadow Horse Trail System (HMT) is approximately 24 miles in length and includes two
parking areas.  It is a primary goal of the Chippewa Valley Trailriders (CVT) to increase trail mileage to 30
miles to provide a destination for riders traveling from out of the region and State, who desire a 3-5 day
riding and camping experience.  The CVT has identified options to extend the HMT by approximately 6
miles, which may require shared use of up to 2700 linear feet of a secondary access road currently
occupied by the Ice Age National Scenic Trail.  What specific issues or concerns should be taken into
account relative to expansion of the HMT to provide up to 30 miles of trail for the purpose discussed
above?  Please explain. (Hay Meadow Horse Trail System Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25646
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C. Questions relating to the spatial extent of motorized recreation

1. Snowmobile Trail –  Winter snowmobiling is currently allowed on all permanent, secondary, and
temporary roads within the County Forest, except roads and trails maintained as ski trails and the IANST.
The Chippewa Valley Snowmobile Organization (CVSO) intends to continue to actively maintain ~ 20
miles of snowmobile trail within the County Forest as part of a County-wide system that totals
approximately 500 miles.  The trail will continue to allow the CVSO to provide an adequate amount of
trail miles to attract riders from out of the area, under adequate conditions. What specific issues or
concerns should be taken into account in the event there is demand to expand developed snowmobile
trails within the County Forest?  Please explain.  (County Forest Snowmobile and ATV/UTV Trail System
Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
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2. ATV/UTV Trail – ATV/UTV trail riding has experienced continual growth over the last 15+ years.
Nearly all of trail miles in the State of Wisconsin, are on public land.  The County Forest is the only public
land in Chippewa County with developed ATV/UTV Trail.  The Chippewa Valley ATV Council (CVATVC)
now maintains the original 19 miles of ATV/UTV Trail that was developed between 2005 and 2009 along
with 12 additional miles of trail that were constructed in 2018.  The recent addition has resulted in a
looped trail system totaling more than 40 miles including trails and connecting road routes.  What
specific issues or concerns should be taken into account in the event there is demand to expand the
extent of the developed ATV/UTV trail within the County Forest?  Please explain.  (County Forest
Snowmobile and ATV/UTV Trail System Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
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3. The ATV/UTV Trail is generally open for public use from the 1st Saturday in May through November
15. There is a public demand for year-round ATV/UTV trail riding opportunity.  What specific issues or
concerns should be taken into account relative to winter-time use of the ATV/UTV Trail?  Please explain.
(County Forest Snowmobile and ATV/UTV Trail System Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
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4. The Chippewa Valley ATV Council has requested that the County open approximately 3 miles of
secondary access road known as the Camp Lake Game Trail, which was originally developed for timber
harvest operations and public use as a walk-in access trail, for ATV/UTV use.  What specific issues or
concerns should be taken into account relative to ATV/UTV Use on the Camp Lake Game Trail?  Please
explain.  (County Forest Snowmobile and ATV/UTV Trail System Map available on Webpage)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-conservation-forest-management/forest-trails/update-county-forest-comprehensive-land-use-plan
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5. The County issues off-trail ATV/UTV use permits to legally disabled individuals.  At the present time,
secondary and temporary roads are open for off-trail ATV/UTV use by legally disabled individuals who
possess a valid permit.  Each year approximately 30 individuals request annual permits.  What specific
issues or concerns should be taken into account relative to off-trail ATV/UTV use by legally disabled
individuals who possess a valid permit?  Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Off-highway motorcycles are currently prohibited from the ATV/UTV Trail system.  As of October 1,
2016, the State of Wisconsin implemented an Off-highway motorcycle registration system and
associated trail development and maintenance grant program.  What specific issues or concerns should
be taken into account relative to allowing motorcycle use on the ATV/UTV Trail system?  Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTE:  Resolution 41-15 amended the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan to allow 
for vehicular access to ~ 5 miles of permanent secondary (i.e. gated) roads, in the Town of Ruby, under 
frozen ground conditions.  On May 15, 2019, the Land Conservation and Forest Management Committee 
took action to “allow trucks, snowmobiles, and ATV’s on frozen ground (on the Tealey Creek Game 
Loop) with one-way signage.  The Draft 2021-2035 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan will 
include language which effectuates the May 15, 2019 Committee Action.  If approved the total frozen 
ground motor vehicle access to secondary access roads will be approximately 8.7 miles.  (Maps showing 
Town of Ruby Frozen Ground Access and Tealey Creek Game Trail available on Webpage) 

D. Questions relating to use and maintenance of County Forest roads.

1. There are 18.3 miles of ungated, County Forest roads such as the Deer Fly Trail, O’neil Creek
Trail, and others classified as permanent primary roads and which receive road aid from the
WisDOT.   At the present time, approximately 6 miles of permanent primary roads are open for
ATV/UTV use as part of the trail system.  What specific issues or concerns should be taken into
account relative to allowing ATV/UTV use on all 18.3 miles of permanent primary roads?  Please
explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25652
https://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=25652
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2.  The 18.3 miles of permanent primary roads are not plowed or sanded unless it is needed for timber 
hauling purposes. When needed as determined by the County Forest Administrator in consultation with 
logging contractors, snow plowing and/or sanding is typically conducted by the County Highway 
Department, Town, or logging contractor depending on the distance and location.  These roads remain 
accessible for public use during winter and spring at the vehicle operator’s own risk.  There is a period of 
time each spring when segments of the roads are ice-covered, followed by periods of un-even freeze 
and thaw patterns.  Use under these conditions degrades the condition of the roads and presents 
danger to motorists and emergency service providers.  What specific issues or concerns should be taken 
into account relative to closures of all permanent primary roads during spring thaw periods?  Please 
explain. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
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D. Questions relating to general recreational use 
 
1.  Mountain bikes have relatively extensive access to the County Forest.  Electric bicycles, commonly 
referred to as E-bikes, are bicycles with an integrated electric motor that can be used to propel the bike, 
however the bikes also have functional pedals.  E-bikes are increasing in prevalence.  E-bikes are 
currently regulated as mountain bikes in the County Forest.  What specific issues or concerns should be 
taken into account relative to regulating E-bikes as non-motorized mountain bikes?  Please explain.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
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2. At the present time, there are no defined campsites with developed amenities, no registration
requirements, and no limits on the number of “camps” that can be occupied at any given time.  This
dispersed-type camping is allowed on the County Forest for a period of up to 14 days.  Over the years,
the County has experienced issues of vagrancy, vandalism, litter, and user conflicts resulting from
current policy.    What specific issues or concerns should be taken into account if the County were to
consider establishing a limited number of campsites throughout the County Forest and/or implementing
a registration system to identify occupants of campsites?  Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Chippewa County requires daily removal of tree stands and ground blinds that are used for hunting.
The State of Wisconsin allows two portable devices per hunter to be left overnight, on a continuous
basis, on state-owned lands between September 1 and January 31.  No device may be unoccupied by
the owner unless the owner’s DNR Customer Number or name and address has been attached in a
manner that is legible to a person on the ground or near the entrance of a ground blind.  What specific
issues or concerns should be taken into account relative to adoption of a policy that is
the same or similar to the State’s?  Please explain.
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4. Are there any other topics relating to public access and recreation that are an issue or concern that
should be taken into consideration?  Please explain.
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