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Jim Flater, 30906 County Road E, Holcombe, WI 54745  
 
“Jim Flater, Town of Birch Creek.  I’ve got 500 acres on the northern edge of the Chippewa 
County Forest.  We’ve had some of this land, it’s been in the family for 50+ years.   
 
The loop has been utilized by numerous people…..hunting, hiking, snowshoeing, I see horseback 
riders out there, dog hunters, all kinds of people. 
 
We have…..I’m not against public access.  I have over 3 miles of snowmobile trail and ATV trail 
that goes through our property but with this…..with that same thing in mind, we have problems 
with trespassing, illegal use of the land, people coming in after trails close and so forth.   
 
But, as Mark had mentioned, this is a 3.2 mile loop and it comes right back out to where it pretty 
much began, so it is easily accessible from either way…a short hike, you can be all the way to 
the back.  It is a very unique piece of land…it is beautiful but yet, that road is, as Mike said, it’s 
grassy.  You know, will it hold it and there are parts it is literally wet as far as crossing.  I was 
at…and then, the ½ mile, .6 of a mile of snowmobile trail that would have to be accessed to get 
into that is a kind of a hilly, very sharp turns, and very dangerous.  There would be a lot if 
expense to make that safe.   
 
There are three (3) other landowners that have provided testimony that are attached to this that 
have voiced their opinion that they would not like….do not want to see this open.  Some of the 
testimony I have read kind of leads it to believe that people don’t have access to this…they want 
it open.  There is plenty of access to go back into this property.   
 
The question is what is the cost going to be for how many people are going to be using it…a 
handful of people for the cost and the damage that would be done to that.   
 
And, also last night, I was at the Chippewa County Snowmobile Council meeting and they are 
standing with the landowners that do not want that in that area.  They’re saying “No”….  that 
Board has taken the stance to stand behind the four (4) landowners that have provided testimony 
that they do not want that opened up.  Mainly…for a lot of it is for the snowmobile safety on that 
trail for the .6 of a mile. 
 
Thank you.” 
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Al Bowe, 13380 81st Street,  
 
“My name is Al Bowe, I live in Chippewa County.  I’ve heard a lot of this testimony.  My 
biggest concern that I see is the negative environmental impacts that could be imposed on this 
land.  
 
I would also like to see a place where a person can go for a walk, as you stated, and not have to 
run into a vehicle.  I myself enjoy going for a walk like that and not have to deal with it.   
 
Then I worry about the cost.  I see money being spent on a road that goes nowhere, if you will,  
–vs- spending money on our potholes and everything else.  I think we can do better. 
 
I guess that’s what I’ve got to say. 
 
Thank you.” 
 
Sonny Gygi, 25800 266th Street, Holcombe, WI 54745 
 
“I am Henry “Sonny” Gygi.  I live at 25800 266th Street in Holcombe.  My residence is in the 
Town of Birch Creek. 
 
First of all, I want to thank all you people that are here tonight, and I’ll tell you how you got 
here, and I think that’s very important.   
 
In the December meeting, after this issue had already came up, Mr. Masterpole and Mr. Dahlby 
proposed to put together a stakeholder’s group, but in that stakeholder’s group, the individuals 
that had asked for that trail to be open were not part of the stakeholders. 
 
So, in the January meeting, there was a lot of discussion with respect to public hearing or 
stakeholder groups.  You have to thank these gentlemen sitting right up here.  They took a firm 
stand that it would be public hearings so everybody would have a chance to speak.   
 
Mr. Dahlby made the comment that he wanted stakeholder members because they would be 
better versed and more intelligent than the people that walked in here off the street.  I couldn’t 
believe the comment when I heard it.  So, that’s why we’re here.   
 
Whether you’re for or against…that’s not the issue.  The issue is that it’s a public hearing and 
you’ve all had the opportunity to speak, if you so desire.  
 
After the November…..monthly meeting, land use and forestry committee, Mr. Bill Zimmerman, 
who’s sitting back there, came to me after the meeting and he belongs to some group…I believe 
it’s skier’s Hickory Ridge or something.  He said to me, he said I want you to understand that a 
lot of us have put our own money into this and because of that, we have the rights to more of that 
county land than you do…. 
 
Mr. Bill Zimmerman:  “That’s not what I said Sonny….” 
 
Mr. Sonny Gygi:  “Yes it is…yes it is Bill.” 
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Mr. Dan Masterpole:  “Order….Ok, we’re going to have to……” 
 
Mr. Sonny Gygi:  “And also, he said we should have more to say.  I can’t buy that.  If that’s the 
way this operation is going to run, that’s absolutely wrong and I am hoping sometime down the 
road, and I hope it’s in the near future, that this organization here, with you representing soil 
conservation, Mike representing the forest, I hope this is dissolved.  I hope the forestry end goes 
with the parks end.  And that would make more sense.” 
 
Mr. Dan Masterpole:  “ Mr. Gygi, I’m going to have to ask that you follow the order of the 
hearing and limit your testimony to the materials that are on the table for the hearing.” 
 
Mr. Sonny Gygi:  “Your comments are accepted but I’m done speaking.” 
 
Mr. Dan Masterpole:  “Thank you.””    
 
Allison Sazama, Chippewa Falls, WI 
 
“Hi, I’m Allison Sazama, Chippewa County resident.  I was here at the last meeting and I would 
just like to say I really appreciate Mike and Dan for putting together all this information for us.   
 
You know, I just wanted ….last week, yeah, I guess it was last week, I wanted to hear more 
about what the question was and why we wanted to possibly bring this up and I just …..got a lot 
more information tonight about it so… 
 
I still feel though, and I felt that way last week, but I feel that way even more now, that I think it 
would be a little bit irresponsible for us to open this based on the request of a few.  As someone 
else had also stated, at some point, where would this stop?  I mean, if we keep requesting this 
kind of thing, where is the beginning…where is the end? 
 
I also feel that what we learned tonight about the cost is important.  Who is going to end up 
paying for removal of possible garbage, the possible damage, and that kind of thing?   
 
I also really strongly believe that for environmental reasons, to keep it closed is the right thing to 
do for the natural resources for wildlife habitat.  I think it’s something really important to 
remember that we should keep the forest sustainable for those reasons.  It’s a good thing, so I 
would prefer, for myself, to leave it the way it is. 
 
Thank you.” 
 
Larry Braden, 20725 175th Street, Cornell, WI 54732 
 
“My name is Larry Braden.  I’m talking about this gonna be open when it’s froze.  So how is it 
gonna damage the grass and whatever and bother the animals and stuff when it’s froze up?  
That’s the only time there would be access.   
 
You’re driving on a frozen ground and so……and they’re going to make sure that you’re not 
putting no ruts in there.  That’s why they log in there cause they cannot log in the summertime 
because of the….I’ve put a lot of miles in that thing myself…not a lot lately.   
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Like I said, I grew up there, OK, and ….some of the guys are older…I can still hike.  I’m 77 
years old and I can still hike, but not like I used to and you can still have ….in the summertime 
the gates are closed…I know it’s a beautiful spot.  I admire that every time I walk in it.  I mean, I 
crossed the Tealey Creek and you get wet and muddy.  I crossed the Mud Brook, it’s wet and 
muddy. 
 
The Flaters on the north side, we respected them, they respected us but I wouldn’t drive in there.  
I would not take my vehicle…I don’t even take my four-wheeler in places where I’m gonna get 
it buried. 
 
Now, I don’t do a lot of trail riding but I use the trails when I’m on it hunting or whatever. 
 
So…I just moved out of that area but I still….. I grew up there as a kid.  I hunted with my dad 
ever since I was 10 years old…..through that ways.  Trapping, deer hunting, coyote hunting, and 
before that loop was in there, we were on snowshoes as teenagers…I’ve hiked that thing on 
snowshoes….west or east, north to south, chasing the hounds.   
 
Now, some of the guys… I used to hunt coyotes but I don’t no more, I don’t have the hounds.  
Some of them older guys would like to drive in there and what they try to do too, to head off the 
hounds, and all the land around there except on the east side is public and years ago, you could 
cross in the neighbors land as long as you closed the gates and respected them,…it was 
McEathrons, Taylors, all around there.   
 
I had family…. that old land on the south side and we respected that but that is the only place to 
get in there is there on the east side, it’s all private.  You say you have to cross the Tealey and the 
Mud Brook if you did get in there, but I would like to see it open, but only in the winter so the 
grass and stuff in there ain’t gonna be harmed.  People like to walk in there more in the 
summertime than the wintertime but they still like to hike in there in the winterime. 
 
Thank you.” 
 
 
 
 


