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Deadline for submitting answers to these questions is Friday, February 15, 2018, at noon. Attach additional sheets if necessary.
Please return to the Land Conservation & Forest Management Department, 711 N. Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 or scan
and return by email to lcd@co.chippewa.wi.us.

1. Please identify and describe any benefits (i.e. pros or advantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were
; Qpen ad for otorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.
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2. Please identify and describe any drawbacks (i.e. cons or disadvantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop
/7; opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.
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3. Please describe how you would be affected if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen
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4. Please describe any other specific issues or concerns not addressed above.




UmversHy of Wisconsin

Eau Claire

February 1, 2018

Mike Dahlby

County Forest Administrator and Public Liaison
711 N. Bridge Street

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

Dear Mike;

I am writing regarding the citizen request to provide motorized access to the Tealey Creek Game Loop, which currently is prohibited
under the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan. The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire Foundation, which owns
land that would be affected by this proposed change, has serious concerns.

First, we have specifically prohibited hunting on our land because there are students and faculty who are intended to access the land
at all times of the year. Their safety is our top priority. That also is why we discourage motorized access to our land, Opening up this
area would create a potential scenario where vehicles that are not monitored would enter our land, unbeknownst to our

students/faculty, and put them in danger.

We also are concerned about the impact on the ATV/snowmobile trail that would be used to provide this access. The south end of
the trail included in the request requires the use of .5 miles of ATV/snowmobile trail. This portion of the trail includes steep hills and
sharp corners, which is a concern if a vehicle meets an ATV or snowmobile. Considerable volunteer time and labor goes into
grooming tralls that most certainly would be damaged by trucks and SUVs. Heavier vehicles also run the risk of becoming stuck
because of the hilly terrain. There have been past incidents of the trails being damaged because of shared use. Given the high
snowmobile/ATV traffic on these impacted trails, we believe there is a safety issue as well, The current use has worked very well for
a long time; opening it up to non-compatible uses does not seem to serve the needs of the greater public.

It should be noted that this area being requested for open access by vehicles already provides access via snow shoe, skis or on foot,
so considerable access already exists that is more compatible with the area and with our goals for our land.

We also are concerned about the relative isolation of this area relative to general supervision. If access is further expanded to
vehicle traffic, we are concerned about the ability to monitor use, providing additional signage to prevent traffic on snowmobile

trails and ensuring gates are properly closed, etc.

In summary, the UW-Eau Claire Foundation is not supportive of expanding access to this area to include general vehicular traffic. We
support and respect the desires of those in the area to preserve these natural areas - providing appropriate levels of access
consistent with the landscape, while ensuring the highest levels of safety for the users.
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Deadline for submitting answers to these questions is Friday, February 15, 2018, at noon. Attach additional sheets if necessary.
Please return to the Land Conservation & Forest Management Department, 711 N. Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 or scan
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1. Please identify and describe any benefits (i.e. pros or advantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were
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2. Please identify and describe any drawbacks (i.e. cons or disadvantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop
were opened for motarized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.
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3. Please describe how you would be affected if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened for motorzed vehicle use under frozen
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4. Please describe any other specific issues or concerns not addressed above.
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For Motorized Use Under Frozen Ground Conditions
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Please return to the Land Conservation & Forest Management Department, 711 N. Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 or scan
and return by email to lcd@co.chippewa.wi.us.
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2. Please identify and describe any drawbacks (i.e. cons or disadvantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop
were opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.
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3. Please describe how you would be affected if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen
ground conditions.
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4. Please describe any other specific issues or concerns not addressed above.
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February 8, 2018

Land Conservation and Forest Management Committee:

Re: Chippewa County seeks public input regarding a request to increase motor vehicle access to
the County Forest in the Town of Birch Creek

I am currently away from Chippewa County and will not be back for the meetings to be held in February.
Please include these comments in the public comments concerning this matter.

| do not have any experience with the county road that is the subject of this notice. | do, however, have
experience with the public input process that has recently been used by Chippewa County for issues like
this one. In that instance, | was invited to participate, as a representative of the Chippewa Moraine
Chapter of the Ice Age Trail Alliance, in a Stakeholder Focus Group process concerning possible changes
in the routing of the Ice Age Trail and other trails in the County forest.

The Stakeholder Focus Group process permitted direct and productive communications between County
staff, elected officials and members of the public who represented equestrians, ATV riders, trail hikers
and others who wished to participate. Through the Stakeholder Focus Group process, | learned a great
deal about the interests of these other county forest recreational users. Collectively, we found that we
could work together, that we shared many values concerning the Chippewa County forest and that civil
discourse could help find a way to solve a tricky public trail use issue. The County’s decision in that case
and the resulting trail design that is now being finalized will provide high quality recreational use of
those County forest lands for many years to come. | am convinced that the time commitment by
members of the public, County staff and County elected officials was well worth it. Absent that process, |
doubt that the stakeholders would have openly and enthusiastically supported the trail changes that
were approved.

| cannot say whether public informational hearings would have provided additional value in that case. |
am sure, however, that they could not have provided the same value that the Stakeholder Focus Group
process did. In the case captioned above, maybe both a Stakeholder Focus Group and public
informational hearings would be appropriate if it is felt that public informational hearings are needed. |
am sure that eliminating the Stakeholder Focus Group will reduce the value of the public input and, just
as importantly, reduce the confidence of the public that they have both been heard and that they have
heard other points of views clearly.

Given the care with which the County Forest Plan is developed, changes must be made only after every
effort has been made to get both public comments and public support for the amended plan. | hope that
you open the comment process to include Stakeholder Focus Groups.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important subject.

Sincerely,

Anthony G. Schuster, resident of Town of Lafayette
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1. Please identify and describe any benefits (i.e. pros or advantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were
opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.
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Written Testimony Form Provided at 2/1/2018 Public Hearing Regarding Requéf to OpenTealey—
Creek Game Loop for Motorized use under Frozen Ground Conditions

Patricia J. Popple, 561 Summit Avenue, Chippewa Falls, WI Feb. 10, 2018

1. Please identify and describe any benefits (i.e. pros or advantages) you would anticipate if
the Tealey Creek Game Loop was opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground
conditions.

I can think of no good rationale for opening up this trail or the gates unless authorized
loggers are instructed to harvest timber and walkers and motorized vehicles who have
disabled riders want to go in and check out nature and view the scenery in this pristine
area.

2. Please identify and describe any drawbacks (i.e. cons or disadvantages) you would
anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop was opened for motorized vehicle use under
frozen ground conditions.

a. Itwould set a precedent! If the loop is opened, then other county forest land could be
opened at the request of just “one person” who wanted the forest land made
available for their personal reasons or use.

b. Because one person has made the request doesn’t justify an action to open the trail
for all recreational purposes. Should we alter the eco-system to match the needs or
desires of each individual? | would suggest that making every individual “happy”
would be impossible.

c. We have few pristine locations available in our county. Why change the purposes of
public land privileges for the use of a select few?

d. The trail is open presently for use by walkers and/or ATV use by disabled hunters. If
the trail is opened up to horseback riders, ATV riders, snowmobile riders, trucks and
vehicles of any size or purpose (i.e. SUV’s, dump trucks, tankers, semi’s, vehicles with
large trailers including trailer houses, etc.) which group will take priority over the
other? Will some groups feel unsafe going in there with groups of hunters shooting
their guns or crossbows without any restrictions, supervision, or care for what goes on
in territory that allows any illegal activity. We all know that some people by nature do
illegal things when they think that no one is looking.

e. ltappears the road will be opened only over the winter months on frozen ground,
there are many freeze/thaw days even in what might be considered the “deep of the
winter season”. With on-going climate changes being observed and scientifically
recorded by thousands of citizens and scientists globally, there could be winters when
the ground does not freeze except at minimal levels. Who will be monitoring? How
deep does the frozen ground go? Will there be extra costs to send people out there to
open and close the gates? Who will alert the people coming in from a distance that
the road is closed? Will it cost the county money (taxpayer dollars) just to determine if



the gates can be open or closed to traffic? Who will do the monitoring if people come
in and open the gates for their own purposes?

People may assume that the road is a one way trip into the forest, but these is no
outlet; therefore, when a vehicle goes into the area, it also has to come

OUtaiaisis thereby really increasing the traffic located on a fragile base. Will the road
become a two lane road? Will it be plowed so vehicles will not get stuck in the snow
on bad days? How will it be maintained? Who will pay for that cost? Will culverts be
required to control any waterways created naturally or when there are large amounts
of precipitation in the fall or winter? What kinds of signs will be needed to control
traffic? Will there be a restriction on how fast the vehicles can run? Will a speed limit
be set? Who will monitor and issue tickets if there are violations? Will there be hazard
signs installed? If there is an accident or death, who will be responsible in case of
liability? Will the county have to carry insurance? Again, who will pay for these costs?
Will sanding or salting be required in dangerous places?

Winter is a very bad time to run loud, noisy vehicles on frozen land. This location is a
haven for wild animals and it is a time for them to hunker in to protect themselves
and to conserve energy at a time when there is little food supply. Currently as human
populations encroach upon wildlife areas, there are fewer and fewer food sources,
safe havens for animals, bird species and other life forms along with locations where
they can go to protect themselves. Motorizing the entire area with all of the vehicles
noted above could only serve to drive out the life that exists in the forest.

In all probability, there are wolves in these remote places. If the motorized vehicles
bring in trucks of hound dogs to run the area to chase out and/or tree the variety of
animals present, and a wolf ends up killing a hound dog, then, under current law, the
State of Wisconsin has to pay for the loss of the hound dog............... all that money
comes out of our pockets! The State of Wisconsin Taxpayers are responsible for
reimbursing the dog or animal owner. Why should taxpayers have to pick up this cost
when the dog owner sent his dogs out for the chase?

When there are requests for greater access, there may be requests for additional
amenities.

1)Bathrooms (especially for the handicapped or disabled persons)
2) Picnic tables and recreational equipment for children
3) Fire pits for making a fire or roasting marshmallows or other foods

4) Other unanticipated amenities that tourists and others request such as
electricity and sources of water

Who will pay for these expenses (taxpayers? Or the sportsmen?). My guess is that
taxpayers will be left holding the bag.



When the large land exchange took place in the area, a wetlands specialist attended a
meeting and proclaimed the value of the Wisconsin State Natural Areas Program for
Tealey Creek Cedars (# 632). Due to a lack of resource materials in finding the location,
| am concerned about the value of the Cedars and other nearby wetland areas and
their preservation in the forest. Is the location for these ancient white cedars
anywhere near the Tealey Creek Cedars and would motorized vehicles have any
impact upon these valued white cedars which are owned by Chippewa County?
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Lands/naturalareas/index.asp?SNA=632

Has an environmental impact study been conducted on the loop area to determine the
feasibility of opening up the area to motorized vehicles and to the impact that would
have on to not only human beings and the neighbors living in that area but also to the
plants, animals and other possible ecological finds in the area? There seemed to be no
care or concern about safety or the animal or forestry plans during the discussions on
Feb. 1. Comments were concerned mainly about the opening up of the territory to
hunting and to dogs running the area.

As mentioned before LIABILITY is a very large factor! Who is responsible? Who will
pick up the tab for insurance and who will maintain the trails? Will the trail ultimately
be connected with other snowmobile and ATV trails in the area? The costs associated
with permitting this area to recreational vehicles could be very expensive to the
TAXPAYER!

. A major concern to opening the county forest land to all these vehicles is the pollution
motorized vehicles can cause:

1) Air pollution cause by exhausts

2) Spills of gas, oil, other chemicals and contaminants from the vehicles

3) Garbage brought in to the area on the vehicles and inadvertently left behind

or deliberately dropped.

People often have large quantities of household materials they no longer want or can
use and so bring them to areas where they can be dumped. In the City of Chippewa
Falls, people have dropped off bedroom furniture, old appliances including
refrigerators and washers and driers, tires, broken glass, deer heads, deer bodies, beer
bottles and cases, metals of all sorts, TV’s and davenports into a wooded area near the
mall. They don’t get picked up for months and only after neighborhood residents
complain.
This area could particularly be a good place for drug exchange or selling, and it may
become a dumping ground for paraphernalia.
It has been suggested that volunteers would come in a pick up garbage and anything
else left behind in the area and that the county would have no responsibility for this
activity. | contend that some substances may be hazardous and it would require




trained personnel to do the clean-up. Again | wonder who will pay for the clean-up
expense,

Since this is county land, patrols from the sheriff's department would be required.
How much would such work cost? It is a rural area without lighting or protection. How
many cars or officers would have to be sent to the scene to protect people in the area
in case of medical incidents, accidents, or inappropriate behavior?

3. Please describe how you would be affected if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened

for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.

a.

Financially, it could be a great cost to county residents including me who owns
significant properties to pay for the expenses in this change of policy at the request of
one resident. | believe there should be a cost estimate on all the potential charges
that would arise out of a decision to open up this land for everyone’s use including the
hunters who run their hounds for recreational purposes. The liability for personal
safety could be immense. It seems to me it is an important activity to add up the costs
and tell how much more individuals would have to pay on their properties to finance
the cost of a populations of people who want to be entertained in the forest at the
cost of the taxpayers or who want to satisfy the ego of some politician who desires
more of everything at a cost to someone else.

It is important to know that the residents in Chippewa County will be affected even
though the Chair of the Land Conservation and Forest Management Committee seem
to think that only residents in the area of Bridge Creek should be allowed input and
the remainder of the public and the stakeholders be left out. Ownership of this
problem belongs to every person in the County, not just a small number of Committee
Members or to those who hunt, trap, or run the trails with every imaginable vehicle
they would like to run without regulation or restrictions.

I love birds and animals! Their environment does not need to be destroyed. Let us
protect and preserve these sacred areas set aside for quiet reflection and appreciation
of God’s gifts to us all. Let’s not destroy these precious elements that seem be greater
attack everyday as humans look upon themselves as something more powerful than
the lives of beautiful creatures who also serve a purpose here.

4. Please describe any other specific issues or concerns not addressed above.

a.

Let us be strong in our convictions and move forward to protect our valuable forest
lands from those who wish to be marauders.

The members of the committee need to know they are policy makers for the good of
the County and that they should not be engaged in the business of only making this a
Town issue and inviting only local near the county forest land to participate in the
discussions. | live in the city, | pay taxes, and | have every right to discuss this issue as




anyone in the Town of Bridge Creek has. To exclude participation or to be critical and
biased only serves to show that hearts are not in the right place; neither are the
thinking powers and decision making skills that are part of the job given to these
elected officials. Local decision making within the County can be a critical and
powerful event that can help us protect ourselves from those who wish to wish to
overtake the wishes of the people.

Patricia J. Popple

561 Summit Avenue

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

sunnyday5@charter.net

715-723-6398
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Joan Schemenauer

From: Gerald Sazama <sazfam@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 12:21 PM
To: lcd@co.chippewa.wi.us

Subject: Tealey Creek Game Loop

Good Morning,

| am currently out of state and cannot attend the informational meetings scheduled for the Tealey Creek Game Loop.
Following is my input on the same using the "Written Testimony" form provided as a guide. Thanks to both the County
Land Conservation and Forest Management Committee and the County Land Conservation Department for providing the
opportunity for public input.

Name of Individual Answering: Jerry Sazama
Date: February 13, 2018

1. Benefits: The general public currently has access to the Tealey Creek Game Loop. The current Request would expand
that access to motorized use under frozen ground conditions.

2. Drawbacks: Should the County grant the Request it could expect numerous more similar requests in the future. My
concerns as to this precedent are stated at #4 below.

3. How would | be affected by granting the current Request: | currently spend many hours in the County Forest. My visits
are primarily in the area of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, not the Tealey Creek Game Loop. However, further requests
for motorized access could include other areas of the County Forest and thus negatively impact my use of and quiet
enjoyment of the Ice Age Trial areas. In addition, any increased costs to the County does impact me as a County
taxpayer.

4. Specific issues and concerns: The County Forest is currently crisscrossed by numerous roads, lanes, trails etc. All of
these require regular repair and maintenance and occasional rebuilding, usually at County expense and with County staff.
As any new area is opened to motorized access the County has to consider the potential maintenance cost of that access.
Some County Forest trails are designed for specific uses (e.g. horses, ATVs, biking, skiing, hiking). As to these trails the
County has been able to rely on maintenance assistance from the organized groups using those trails. As an example,
during the year 2017 the local and statewide Ice Age Trail Alliance provided 6649 hours of volunteer labor on rebuilds and
maintenance of that part of the Ice Age Trail located in the County Forest. A similar number of volunteer hours have been
provided in past years and are expected in future years. | understand that similar volunteer efforts have been provided by
other organized user groups. Based on this history County staff has learned that it can rely on this level of volunteer help
in the future. Will individual or small group requests come with the same volunteer maintenance capability and
assurances? My concern is that continued motorized openings of County Forest roads, lanes and trails will result in an
increased maintenance burden on the County necessitating larger budgets and increased staff.
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2. Please identify and describe any drawbacks (i.e. cons or disadvantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game Loop
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4. Please describe any other speCIf c issues or concerns not addressed above.
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Written Testimony Form Provided At 2/1/2018 Public Hearing Regarding Request to Open Tealey Creek
Game Loop

For Motorized Use Under Frozen Ground Conditions

Name of Individual answering the questions below:___ Chippewa Valley Trailriders
Date:

Deadline for submitting answers to these questions is Friday, February 15, 2018, at noon. Attach additional sheets if
necessary. Please return to the Land Conservation & Forest Management Department, 711 N. Bridge Street,
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 or scan and return by email to lcd@co.chippewa.wi.us.

1. Please identify and describe any benefits (i.e. pros or advantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek Game
Loop were opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.

The Chippewa Valley Trailriders, see little, if any, benefit to opening the Tealey Creek Game Loop to motorized
vehicles during frozen ground conditions. Opening this loop would benefit a very small minority of the citizens of
Chippewa County and in our opinion would be considered catering to an individual at taxpayers expense.

2. Please identify and describe any drawbacks (i.e. cons or disadvantages) you would anticipate if the Tealey Creek
Game Loop were opened for motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions.

_The primary concern is taxpayer cost — if there is a special interest group that would like this trail open they should
organize and assist with any financial burden the county would experience to accommodate which would include, but
not limited to: the installation and maintenance of a road infrastructure, snow removal, repair of erosion and extreme
use. Extra policing of the property to ensure it is not used for dumping or unlawful activities. In our opinion the
additional stress on an already stressed county department does not merit opening this loop for a few individuals
unless they plan to organize and provide funding and volunteer resources to develop and maintain the Tealy Game
Loop.

3. Please describe how you would be affected if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened for motorized vehicle use
under frozen ground conditions.

Creating additional work for the Forest & Parks personnel would detract from other more important matters
such as forest and land management of the County Forests. Our tax dollars would be used to accommodate the
individual making this request. This individual needs to organize a group, similar to other user groups in Chippewa
County and go through the proper evaluation process to make the request. | was not aware that the Forest & Parks
Committee or the County Board acted on individual recreational requests. If that were the case, every special interest
individual would be making a request every few months to have their special interest addressed. This is not the job of
the Forest & Parks department. If this loop is opened to motorized traffic it is just a matter of time before requests
start coming in to open other areas where there are already several user groups and trails. In 2017, the Chippewa
Valley Trailriders volunteered 322 hours to maintain the horse trails in Chippewa County. We value and appreciate
the County Forest as a recreational resource and we are willing to volunteer our time and money to maintain the
horse trails, as should other organized groups interested in pursuing their favorite sport.

4. Please describe any other specific issues or concerns not addressed above.




From: Jim Van Den Heuvel [mailto:jimvandy2000@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 1:16 PM

To: Mike Dahlby <MDahlby@co.chippewa.wi.us>

Subject: RE: Tealey Creek Trail

Good afternoon Mike. In regards to the Tealey Creek trail.

[ have nothing against them hunting back there, but I do not think it would be safe to allow them
access from the snowmobile trail with their trucks. The half mile that they would have to drive
on the trail is too hilly and curvy. If they want in off the snowmobile trail, I would suggest that
they do so via a snowmobile. For safety reasons. It is the same reasons they are giving us for not
allowing us a snowmobile route on Hwy M.

I would like to attend the meeting, but I am in Michigan.

Thank you, Jim Van Den Heuvel



February 14, 2018

Mike Dahlby e n
County Forest Administrator and Public Liaison

711 N. Bridge Street
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

Regarding: Motorized Access to the Tealey Creek Game Loop

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the proposed request to allow motorized acces:s to the
Tealey Creek Loop. We own 80 acres of property which borders the Chippewa County Forest. It is

located off County Road E. (See attached Map)

Our three areas of concern are:

1. Negative impact on the land. We have found with our adjacent property that until there is
a very significant freeze the portions of the land will remain soft. We suspect large portions
of the trail will remain soft due to the composition of the soil and spring activity. Unless the
trails are significantly improved, we believe that the land will become rutted and prone to
extensive erosion.

2. Increased cost of monitoring hunting and other activity. For the first four years that we
owned our property, we allowed access across our land to adjacent county land. We
experienced dumping of large refuse items and some questionable hunting activity. These
activities may pose significant challenges to monitor.

3. Impact on the current use for snow shoeing, and hiking. These trails have an ideal use as
currently designated. Efforts should be geared toward promoting the current use.

The Chippewa County Forest is a treasure. It is our belief that the citizens are be best served if the
current trail use is maintained and the Long Term Comprehensive Land Use Plan is not altered to allow
motorized vehicles. We believe that efforts should be made to promote the use of these trails as they
currently are designated and not to change them from their unique characteristics.

Sincerely,

A B
pp N

Rick Wanke

1428 Frederic Street
Eau Claire, Wl 54701
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Tealey Creek Game Loop (~3 miles)

Tealey Creek Cedars State Natural Area
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. BY:
Tealey Creek Game Loop For Motorized Use Under Frozen Ground Conditions

Name: Patricia Andress (responses are also based on interview with experienced game
[ i 7, - ' . WYl d
hunter in Chippewa County) /&W %M/D o215

1. There are no benefits anticipated if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened for
motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions. Cost of monitoring ground
conditions may be prohibitive. For example, presently there are gates intended to
prevent traffic, but there is evidence of entrance ignoring the “stay out” message. In
addition, there is evidence of snowmobile traffic on game trails.

2. There are advantages for a game trail to be used for walking only.

a. Walking is likely to protect clover growing on the trail.
b. Walking is less likely to frighten game. o

3. 1would be affected adversely if the Tealey Creek Game Loop were opened for
motorized vehicle use under frozen ground conditions. As a walker, | would be
especially irritated by the noise of motorized vehicles. | would have fewer
opportunities to see the beautiful game birds like grouse.

4. Trail conditions would likely be severely damaged by motorized vehicle use during
spring run-off and rains.

5. The County is cost-conscious; therefore the cost of monitoring and maintaining this
game trail may be a consideration.
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