
Patricia J. Popple 

561 Summit Avenue 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 

715-723-6398 

 sunnyday5@charter.net 

March 24, 2016 

To: Dan Masterpole 

      Seth Ebel 

 Chippewa County Land Conservation and Forest Management Division 

RE:  Public Hearing  

Nonmetallic Mining and Reclamation  
Notice is hereby given that Heartland Contractors, Inc.. has filed an application for a Conditional Use 

Permit and a Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Permit to meet the requirements of the Chippewa County 

Zoning and Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinances.  

Location: NE ¼ of NW ¼, and NW ¼ of NE ¼, of Section 10, T30N-R08W  

SW ¼ of SE ¼, of Section 13, T30N-R08W  
Owned by: Rooney Properties, LLC  

The applicant proposes to: Extract sand and gravel, and to establish an ecological post-mining land use 

as grassland/prairie with a wildlife pond. The proposed mine site covers approximately 10 acres and 

will be sequentially mined and reclaimed in progressive stages. 

Having studied the Permit Application for the above, I have several comments: 

1. The location of the sand/gravel pit planned is in very close 

proximity to many water rich resources. It appears these 

resources cover vast expanses of the area and include 

wetlands and probably potholes filled with water.  This area 

also includes many lakes including Hartnan Lake, the most 

immediately affected by mining disturbances. Is this a 

seepage lake or does it have an inlet and an outlet? What 

assurances will be given to Chippewa Co. residents that this 

lake and surrounding lakes and any nearby streams, creeks 
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and rivers and other lakes will NOT be disturbed by 

excavation? Monitoring wells, stations for measuring water 

depth and quantity and quality must be devised to protect 

the entire area and required of the company. The county 

must be assured that the Public Trust Doctrine is enforced. 

(Wisconsin's Public Trust Doctrine requires the state to intervene to protect 

public rights in the commercial or recreational use of navigable waters. The DNR, 

as the state agent charged with this responsibility, can do so through permitting 

requirements for water projects, through court action to stop nuisances in 

navigable waters, and through statutes authorizing local zoning ordinances that 

limit development along navigable waterways.) 
 

A plan for implementation and enforcement must be devised 

to protect these waters and the interests of Chippewa Co. 

and its residents. One bad move and we could have a lake 

emptying into another area creating a vast disturbance.  

 

2. Herbicides should not be used on this property. They are 

chemicals. The plan states that no chemicals will be used. 

This statement is in direct contradiction to the promise that 

chemicals will not be used.  Scientific findings are that 

herbicides are dangerous to the environment and to humans 

as well as animal populations. Since water “moves” and 

herbicides are not easily destroyed, let’s do the work without 

chemicals including herbicides. 

 

3. While plant, animal and bird species are noted on lists, I 

don’t see that any anecdotal studies or research on 

endangered species exist for the area. Neither do I see that 

any study has been done on the “historic” elements of the 

site. It is one thing to list the species or indicate the 

literature has been studied; it is a much greater 

responsibility to do field studies in the area for the specifics 

the county could and should require. Chippewa Co. residents 



should know up front what possibilities exist when 

excavations are made around a water rich area in the 

county. We will take losses, there is no doubt! 

4. With the continuation of approval of reclamation permits for 

frac sand mines and sand and gravel pits in the county and 

the increasing requirements to monitor and supervise these 

areas on a regular and frequent basis, it is imperative that 

funding for additional personnel at the land conservation and 

forestry management divisions be added to protect the 

resources of the county. Currently the department does NOT 

have adequate numbers of personnel to accommodate all 

the required duties and focuses demanded of conservation 

departments; it is imperative that additional duties not be 

added without the addition of trained employees to carry out 

the work. In addition, it is imperative that up-front CASH be 

required for reclamation activities on the part of every mine 

(sand and gravel included) and that we do not rely on 

“bonding” as sufficient to meet the reclamation requirements 

should the company go under. Economically, citizens are 

already taxed paying dearly in many ways for the demands 

put on them by industries who come here expecting permits 

with no responsibilities for the oversight required as a part 

of their occupying Chippewa Co. spaces. 

Any questions or concerns? Please contact the phone 

number/email address noted above. 

Patricia J. Popple 
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Seth Ebel

From: Dale Bohl <DBohl@masoncompaniesinc.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 7:05 AM

To: Seth Ebel

Cc: Sue Bohl at Work

Subject: Rooney Pit

Seth, 

 

   As stated, this is the feedback email for the Rooney Pit reclamation plan. 

 

I have 2 main concerns: 

 

#1: 

   During the County Zoning Meting it was stated by an SEH Engineer that the ground water aquifer runs from the 

proposed pit to the South West.   My home is SW of the pit and I’m concerned about the drinking water quality in the 

area in the future.  I just had a water test done in Feb. 2016 and I have very good quality ground water from my well at 

my home at this time. 

 

   With that being said, I want to know how deep the pit will be, will it affect the aquifer below it ,  how will the ground 

water be monitored in the nearby aquifer?   

 

   Who will be responsible for groundwater contamination if any should occur before, during, and after reclamation and 

how will depreciated property values be dealt with if ground water contamination does occur? 

 

   

#2: 

   What methods of monitoring will be used to monitor the aquifer surrounding the new pit during and after 

reclamation? 

 

P.S.  Good thing the committee listened to the people? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dale Bohl | Senior Systems Administrator | Mason Companies, Inc. | (715)-720-4382 

 

 

IMPORTANT: The information contained in this transmission is intended only for the personal and confidential 

use of the designated recipient(s) named above. This transmission is privileged and confidential and may be 

subject to certain Nondisclosure Agreements. If you are not the intended recipient(s) or an agent responsible for 

delivering this email and any attachments to the intended recipient(s), you are hereby notified that you have 

received this document in error. Any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly 

prohibited. 










	Popple Comments
	Bohl Comments
	S Soden Comments
	Andersen Comments
	Nyhus Comments
	L Soden Comments

